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SPIRITAN
NEWS
CONGREGAZIONE DELLO SPIRITO SANTO -

CLIVO DI CINNA, 195 -

00136 ROMA

Our Senior Confreres
1982: International Year of the Aged
last year, for the International Year of the Disabled,
Spiritan News published an article on 'Some of our
Handicapped Spiritan Contreres'.
The favourable
comments on that occasion have encouraged us to mark
the International Year of the Aged with a similar tribute
to our oldest Spiritan confreres. The handicap of old
age may seem less heroic than that of a young missionary struck down in his prime, but on the other hand these
confreres give us the witness of a long life entirely given
to the Lord and to the service of His people.
With Ecclesiasticus, "let us, then, praise famous
men ... generous men whose good works have not been
forgotten" (Sir. 44: 1, 10).
At the moment of writing, our ten oldest confreres
are, in descending order of age: Br. Ubald WEISS
(France), 92, Br. Cantius SZURSZEWSKI (USA/E), Fr.
Daniel MURPHY (Ireland), Fr. Charles A. KAPP (USA/El,
Fr. Johannes DE ROOY (Holland), Fr. Vincent G. KMIECINSKY (USA/E), Br. Mel McKEON (Ireland), Fr. Francis
GRIFFIN (Ireland), Br. Laurentius EBLER (Germany) and
Br. Lazaro DIAS (Portugal), 88.
For reasons of space we have decided to pick out the
oldest in each of the six Provinces mentioned, plus Fr.
Griffin, whom, as a past Superior General, we have
asked to address a few words to the Congregation.
While picking out a few for special mention, howev-

er, we intend this article to
be a tribute to all our confreres who now have the
main part of their life's work
behind them.
We hardly
need the International Year of
the Aged to remind us how
much we owe to them, for
what they have done and for
what they are.
It is good to see that in all
Provinces special efforts are
being made to improve conditions for retired confreres.
and in the documents of both the French and the Irish
Chapters this year there were sections devoted to retirement. "We should give as much time, thought and
energy to caring for confreres when they retire, as was
given them when they were in formation or fully engaged in the works of the Congregation. . . Our commitment to Christ as missionary religious was made for
life. Retirement is a change in the way we exercise that
commitment ... " (Irish Chapter). "Retirement is a
time for prayer and especially thanksgiving. a time of
peace and trust, a time to bear witness to the beauty of
religious life and to share with the young the fruit of
one's experience" (French Chapter).

Brother Ubald WEISS (France)
b. 5 Feb. 1890
The oldest member of the
Congregation, Brother Ubald,
was born in Alsace at a time
when it formed part of Germany, so it was to Knechtsteden
that he went when he decided
to be a Spiritan in 1907, at the
age of 17. He had already
done his apprenticeship as a
carpenter with his · father, and
an uncle of his, Brother Bonaventure, was for 16 years chief carpenter at Chevilly and died
as a missionary in Senegal.
He was professed at Knechtsteden in 1909 and worked
there till 191 9. .. In 19 14 there were 300 of us in the community" , he says. " The place was alive and I enjoyed it,
though there was strict discipline and a no-nonsense approach to religious life - rising at 4 a.m. ! "
After World War I the Alsatian Spiritans were called to
the French Province, and Brother Ubald was assigned to
Neufgrange (1919-23), where he made his perpetual vows in
1920, then to Martain (1923-28), and finally to Chevilly,
where he has wo_
r ked since 1928, training numerous Broth-

ers as carpenters. " The new chapel was then being built at
Chevilly", he recalls. " I had up to 12 apprentices at one
time. We did all the carpentry work, including the stalls for
the chapel. We also raised the present infirmary building by
a floor, doing all the woodwork ourselves. I enjoyed all the
activity and the training of the apprentices, most of whom
remained faithful to their vocation. I did my duty from morning to night and followed the rule exactly. I still get up early
and attend the common exercises. Until a couple of years
ago I did carpentry, but now I occupy myself with sorting
postage stamps for the missions. When you have worked
all your life, you can't remain inactive . . I don't see well now
and I don't hear well, but I am very happy. I have always
tried to get on well with people, whether superiors or apprentices''.
Brother Ubald is delighted with the improvements that
have been made at Chev illy, and with the greater respect for
Brothers. He remembers, but with no bitterness, the difference that there used to be in the status and living conditions
of Fathers and Brothers. Some Brothers left because of it,
but " / would never have dreamt of leaving the Congregation ", he says. "One must stick to one's vocation. I pray
that there will be lots of Brothers to continue ·o ur work".

Brother Cantius (Victor) SZURSZEWSKI (USA/E)
b. 28 July 1890
Born in Pittsburgh, Brother
Cantius was the fifth in a Polish
family of 12 children and was
working for a candy manufacturing company when, at the
age of 22, he decided to enter
the Congregation. One of his
cousins was already a Brother
at Duquesne University and Br.
Cantius recalls saying to himself: "If my cousin comes to
visit me next Sunday, I too will enter the Congregation".
His cousin did come to visit him and, after consulting his
pastor, Victor (as he then was) left his job and went to Ferndale as a postulant.
He was professed at Ferndale in 1915 and worked there

till 1920, when he went to Duquesne University, _where he
worked for nine years as a cook and mechanic, and also as a
tailor. After 1929 he worked at Ridgefield (1929-40, 194450) and Ferndale (1940-44, 1950-80). It was at Ridgefield
that he lost his right leg in a farming accident. He was operating a horse-drawn mowing machine, when the horses,
frightened by lightning, bolted and threw him under the machine. He spent six months in hospital but was back at
work as soon as he was released.
In spite of limping with a wooden leg for the past 36
years, Br. Cantius is admired by all for his constantly cheerful
disposition, a cheerfulness that is rooted in his deep spirituality. When Ferndale was closed in 1980, he adapted
with no fuss, at the age of 90, to a new community at Bethel
Park, where he continues to be an inspiration to all.

Fr. Daniel MURPHY (Ireland)
b. 17 Nov. 1890

Fr. Daniel Murphy will certainly be remembered as an outstanding Provincial Superior under whose leadership the Irish
Province grew rapidly in numbers and influence, and later as
a Procurator to the Holy See who saw to it that the Congregation was well known in Rome.

was undertaken at Kimmage,
and Spiritan spiritual writers
were encouraged, making the
Congregation well known in Ireland and abroad.

He was born in County Kerry and, after secondary studies
and prefecting at Rockwell, entered the novitiate at Kimmage in 1912 and was professed the following year. His
studies were crowned with a series of first class honours
and 'maxima cum laude' as he took an M.A. in Classics in
Dublin and doctorates in philosophy and theology in Fribourg. He was ordained to the priesthood on 8 Oct. 1922 just 60 years ago.

After 13 years as Provincial,
he went to the Vicariate of Zanzibar in 1948 as District Superior, and two years later the
General Chapter named him
Procurator to the Holy See, a post he filled for 12 years
( 1950-62). As Procurator, and superior of the house of
studies on the Corso d'ltalia, 'Dr. Dan' saw to it that Vatican
officials were well aware of the Congregation even though
the Generalate was still in Paris.

His first appointment was to Blackrock College in 1923,
but the following year he went to Rockwell as dean of studies. On being named Provincial in 1934, he set energetically
about building up the Province. A sound financial base was
built through the 'Burse·, the majority of scholastics were
sent to the university for degrees, a large building program

In 1962 he returned to Fribourg as director of scholastics, and in 1967, at the age of 77, he retired to Kilshane,
the house that had formed hundreds of novices during his
Provincialate.

Fr. Johannes DE ROOY (Holland)
b. 2 Oct. 1891

Fr. De Rooy was born at
Alkmaar and at the age of 14
entered the junior scholasticate
at Weert. During his novitiate
year at Louvain ( 1912-13) he
had an operation that affected
his hearing and he was not admitted to profession.
Undaunted, he kept up his study
of Latin while doing studies in
accountancy at home, and applied again five years later. This time he was accepted and
he was professed at Gernert in 1918. He did his theology at
Louvain, where he was ordained on 27 Aug. 1922 (like Fr.
Murphy, he celebrated his diamond jubilee this year).
His first appointment was to Bagamoyo (Tanzania),
where he worked as a missionary for nine years (1923-32).
On his return for a holiday in Holland, he was kept at home
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as bursar and teacher at Weert ( 1933-35) and ttien as local
and provincial bursar at Gernert (1935-47). During the War
he also taught missiology at the University of Nijmegen as
well as at Gernert.
In 194 7 the General Administration called him to Paris
and asked him to introduce a uniform system of bookkeeping for the Congregation. He visited all the communities in
Europe for this purpose and, when the Generalate moved to
Rome in 1966, he came with it and served in the accounts
department for a further four years before retiring to Gennep
(Holland) in 1970 at the age of 79.
Though he says that his happiest years were those as a
missionary in Africa, Fr. De Rooy did not hesitate when
asked to take on the less attractive task of looking after the
Congregation's accounts, and he brought to it the good
humour and vitality that characterizes him even in retirement.

Brother Laurentius (Josef) EBLER (Germany)
b. 4 Jan. 1894

Brother Laurentius is a clinical phenomenon, says his doctor. Medically speaking, he should have died half a century
ago, instead of which he still goes about a full day's work at
the age of 88.
.
He was born near Freiburg in Breis1;1au and trained as a
tailor. He got to know the Congregation through the mission magazine published at Knechtsteden and presented
himself as a postulant in 1913, hoping to go to the missions.
In June 1915 he was called up for the war and served on the
Eastern front. He returned to Knechtsteden after the war
and was professed on 2 Feb. 1920. He worked at Knechtsteden till 1924 and then for a year at Heimbach, but it was
clear that the war had taken its toll in the form of tuberculosis, a disease that was often fatal at the time. He was sent
to the mission of Kroonstad in South Africa (1926-29), but
even the high-altitude climate there did not help and he

returned to Germany.
He was assigned to Heimbach in 1930 and has worked
there ever since, his health improving slowly but steadily. He
worked first as doorkeeper and
tailor, and then, after World
War II, took on the additional
tasks of sacristan, bee-keeper
and gardener. The astonishing
thing is that, at the age of 88, he still fulfils these functions.
In May this year a newspaper reporter came to interview
two of the Fathers who were celebrating the golden jubilee
of their ordination. He happened on Brother Laurentius
working in the garden and ended by writing a separate article on him.

Brother Lazaro (Serafim) DIAS (Portugal)
b. 10 Jan. 1894

Spiritans, unlike Benedictines, do not make a vow of
stability, but one who would
have had no trouble at all in
keeping it is Brother Lazaro,
who, ever since he entered the
Co"ngregation in 1928, has lived
only in the community of
Fraiao, near Braga.
He has
never even seen Lisbon and,
when a trip to Lisbon or elsewhere has been proposed to him, his attitude has always
been " Why go elsewhere when I am happy here?". •
Born in the Diocese of Guarda, a mountainous region in
the east of Portugal, he worked as a farmer till the age of
34, when, through reading missionary magazines and

through contact with Spiritans, he decided to enter the Congregation. Instead of being sent to the missions, he was
asked to put his agricultural experience at the service of the
farm at the scholasticate of Fraiao - a task that he has gladly done for 53 years (he celebrated the golden jubilee of his
profession on 8 Sept. 1981 ). He says that he was happy to
live in a large community like Fraiao, "because there were
always so many people that it was easy for me to hide my
incompetence behind the others". When asked if he would
do the same thing with his life, given a second chance, he
replies: " Oh, yes. The only thing I would change is that I
would not wait till I was 34 to enter". A confrere living
with him says: " He is the living image of a peaceful religious
who has given his life completely to an ideal, in simplicity,
cheerfulness and dedication to the work asked of him by the
Lord" .

Fr. Francis GRIFFIN (Ireland)
b. 1 6 Sept. 1893
Born in County Clare, Fr. Griffin did his secondary studies
at Rockwell and was professed at Kimmage on 8 Sept.
1912 - 70 years ago. After prefecting at Blackrock and further studies in Ireland and Fribourg, he was ordained in
1920. He taught moral theology in Ireland and was dean at
Rockwell College before going to Kilimanjaro in 1926. In
1931, after the death of Bishop Gogarty, he was Apostolic
Administrator of the Vicariate for two years until, in 1933,
he was named a member of the General Council in Paris.
The 1938 Chapter re-elected him Councillor, and the 1950
Chapter elected him Superior General. In 1962 he joined the
Rockwell community, where he continued to teach until
1978.
We have asked him, as the oldest former Superior General, to address a few words to the confreres, and he has
kindly consented to do so:
·'In the year of my profession, 19 12, our Congregation had
only a small number of professed members. However, between the two World Wars our numbers increased rapidly in
most Provinces. Formation throughout the Congregation had
a similar pattern and was imbued with the same ideals. All
over the Congregation, I have found these same characteristics: a Holy Ghost confrere was noted for his simplicity of life,
his deep community spirit and his open welcome for visitors,
coupled with a readiness to help the diocesan clergy.

" Since the second World
War, our Congregation has
been influenced by the general
upheaval and transformation in
the Church and in society. The
upstaging of the value of the
human person seemed to
downgrade the vow and virtue
of obedience.
This was an
echo of the old cry 'non serviam ·. With emphasis on the
human person and purely human values, the supernatural
tended to be ignored and, with it, the basic exercises of religious life. Meditation and prayer were now considered by
some to be a waste of precious time, which they deemed
could b_e more profitably spent in dialogue with others.
" The emphasis was on the individual effort of each member, with no account taken of the grace of God. Again an
echo of ·ego so/us feci •.
"Happily there are signs of a return to a saner and more
balanced way of life, where the value of prayer, meditation
and self-denial is again accepted. We must as a religious
Congregation be convinced of these enduring values, and
they must be brought back to the forefront of our formation.
This is our only hope of survival".
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10 Dec.: 150th Anniversary of Fr. Jacques Bertout
Restorer of the Holy Ghost Congregation
It is probably true to say
that, if it had not been for Fr.
Jacques Bertout, none of us
would
be Spiritans today
(though we might be Missionaries of the Immaculate Heart), for
it was he who, practically single-handed, resurrected the
Congregation after it had been
suppressed, and its property
confiscated, during the French
Revolution.
The 150th anniversary of his
death, on 10 Dec. 1832, is an
occasion for us to recall with
gratitude the 30-year struggle
that he made to restore the Congregation, a struggle that in
fact seemed once more doomed at the time of his death.
Fr. Bertout was the second of three Holy Ghost Superiors
General who came from the same family in the Diocese of
Boulogne and who governed the Congregation for a total of
57 years : 1788-1845. His uncle, Fr. Jean-Marie Duflos,
was Superior General from 1788 to 1805, and his nephew,
Fr. Amable Fourdinier, succeeded him as Superior General
from 1832 to 1845.
Fr. Bertout was born on 3 May 1753 and, after studies at
the Holy Ghost Seminary, was ordained in 1777. The following year he was assigned as a missionary to French Guia-

na, but on the way there he was shipwrecked with another
confrere, Fr. De Glicourt, on the coast of Mauretania. For
two months they were captives of a Moorish band, until they
were ransomed in Senegal. They were the first Spiritans to
set foot on African soil.
On being repatriated in Sept. 1778, Fr. Bertout taught
theology at the Seminary until it was suppressed and confiscated by the Revolutionary Government in August 1792. He
escaped to England and worked for the next ten years in
Yorkshire (a dozen homilies written in his own hand in English are still in the archives) .
In 1802, when conditions had improved, he returned to
Paris, to find his uncle senile and nearly blind. When Fr.
Duflos died in 1805, Fr. Bertout became the 'de facto'
Superior General, as he was the only one willing to work for
the restoration of the Society. He got Napoleon to recognize it in 1805 and started a junior seminary, but it was not
till 1822 that the Rue Lhomond buildings were finally reoccupied. Recognition came from Propaganda Fide in 1824 and
Fr. Bertout was canonically elected Superior General in
1826.
His troubles were not yet over as, when cholera broke
out in Paris in 1832, he allowed the army to take over the
Seminary as a military hospital. At the end of the outbreak
the Government refused to hand back the buildings in spite
of a written guarantee. It was at this disappointing juncture
that Fr. Bertout died, at the age of 79. From 1817 to 1832
the Seminary had trained 97 priests. The buildings were
recovered by Fr. Fourdinier only in 1835.

News Items
Decisions of the General Council
The General Council
• on 11 Oct., changed the location of the Irish novitiate
from Kilshane to Templeogue (Dublin);
• on 15 Oct., appointed Fr. Miguel Angel HERRERO PERES,
of Spain, to Angola (first appointment);
• on 18 Oct., appointed Fr. Michael F. McCarthy as Provincial Superior of Ireland for a three-year term ending on 31
July 1985;
• on 20 Oct., appointed Fr. J. Gerald WALSH (USA/E) to
the General Secretariat as Archivist and for other Secretariat services, for a three-year term beginning on 1 Sept.
1982;
• on 20 Oct., appointed Fr. Myles FAY (Ireland) as Secretary
of the Spiritan Centre for Research and Animation, for a
three-year term beginning on 1 Sept. 1982;
• on 20 Oct., appointed Fr. Edward HOLMES (England) as
General Secretary, for a three-year term beginning on 1
Nov. 1982 (Fr. Edward CORCORAN has had to resign for
reasons of health);
• on 20 Oct., appointed Fr. Thomas FARRELLY (Ireland) as
Planning Officer for the Generalate, from 1 Jan. 1983
until the end of the mandate of the present Council.

Change of Address
The address of the Irish Provincialate is now: 9 Temple
Villas, Palmerstown Road, DUBLIN 6, Ireland.

Visits
The members of the Generalate Team will be on Visita-

tion and thus absent from the Generalate for the following
periods:
Fr. GENERAL
: 12 Dec.-15 Feb. (Nigeria, till 13 Jan.,
Sierra Leone, till 29 Jan., Gambia, Senegal)
15-30 April (Cabo Verde, England)
Fr. GROSS
7 Nov.-21 Jan. (Cameroon, Centrafrica, Nigeria)
Fr. TRACHTLER
10 Dec.-10 Mar. (Brazil)
Fr. WATTERS
10 Dec. - 10 Mar. (Brazil)
Fr. EZEONYIA .
12 Jan.-28 Feb. (USA/Irish)
Fr. BEVAN
: 5-30 Apr. (England)
Fr. TORRES NEIVA : 11-30 Apr. (Cabo Verde).

Jubilarians
70 Years of Profession:
12 Jan.: Fr. Vincent G. KMIECINSKI (USA/E).
50 Years of Profession:
6 Jan.: Br. Franc,:ois-Xavier BODOLEC (France).
30 Years a Bishop:
1 March: Archbishop Thomas BROSNAHAN (Ireland).

Our Dead
27
29
6
12
24
10

July :
Sept.:
Oct. :
Oct. :
Oct. :
Nov. :

Fr.
Br.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.

Michael MACKEY (Trans-Canada), 83.
Damasus HOLIERHOEK (Belgium), 78.
Antonio DANIS (Canada), 81.
Jean-Baptiste LAHONDES (Guadeloupe). 75 .
James NEVILLE (Kilimanjaro), 83.
Henri MEHU (Yaounde), 61 .
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